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ing things and ideas and have found its expression in great
minds; ... in order to be a man and a fellow of other men, he
must be able to understand the mind, feelings and thoughts in
faces and words. . . .'
The Classical * Gymnasium '-Lyceum is, in the words of the
Directions to the syllabus of its final examinations, * an institute
for humanistic and historical culture. It prepares young people
for the highest tasks of civil life and for the liberal professions. It
prepares the moral man, who is conscious of his position in
history, and has to know, therefore, eof the painful toil endured
by the human race from the cave down to modern civilization,
which does not consist in just a certain number of technical
achievements, but in a deeper sense of the communion of souls,
coupled with a sense of freedom and social duties, and in a deeper
consciousness of one's own personality.' In the Lower c Gymna-
sium', the teaching of the Italian language must be used as a
means to lead the pupils to an understanding (a) of the ancient
world, studied in Italian translations of Homer, Virgil, Plutarch's
Lives, and Shakespeare's tragedies on classical subjects, and in a
tragedy by Alfieri by means of which the pupil must realize how
fate was felt to dominate the human world, without crushing it,
how men found virtue in sacrifice and raised themselves to the
political life of the polis; and (b) of the modern world seen
through Goldoni and Manzoni, where a new sense of life, divinity,
and community will be found to be coupled with more refined
and delicate feelings. Nothing must be learnt mechanically;
what is learnt by heart must become a stable possession of the
mind, through a repeated enjoyment of its beauty. The technical
side of language must not interfere with the real aim for which it
is studied, and therefore no exercises in grammar may be done
on authors studied for historical or literary purposes. In the
study of history the student is required to read books or passages
by authors who lived in the several periods, so that an insight
may be gained into the life, public and private, of the various
peoples and ages. The study of foreign languages must be ac-
companied by that of the civilizations and habits that they
express.
It is not possible to give here at length the syllabuses for the
various subjects studied in this section of the * Gymnasium', or
indeed in any other school; but a few examples are necessary to
show how the legislator thought it possible to reach the aims set
down in the ' Directions'. The following are the historical items
on which the candidate at the final examination for admission
to the Higher * Gymnasium' is expected to be able to answer
* with clarity and understanding': (i) Life in pre-classic antiquity;